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StripPouch
How Werner & Mertz
commissioned a 100% recyclable
pouch with EcoSolutions
The aim of the Cradle to Cradle movement is to end waste and in turn, reduce our carbon footprint.
C 2C-principle-based packaging is a valuable commodity in the circular economy.
Find out how Mondi creates more sustainable solutions.

Sustainable by Design

mondigroup.com

Paper where possible,
plastic when useful
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At Mondi, we believe packaging should be sustainable
by design – paper where possible, plastic when useful.
The next generation of packaging requires the collaboration of the entire value chain, from responsible
sourcing to next life circular recycling. As a manufacturer
of paper and flexible plastic packaging, we are uniquely
positioned to work together with our customers to
find the most sustainable solution.

The Challenge

Our Approach

Werner & Mertz, an innovative German company producing cleaning
products, took a bold decision to produce a fully recyclable stand up
pouch for its Frosch-brand personal and homecare products. The aim
was to reverse-engineer the design and create packaging fit for every
stage of the recycling process. A minimum of 85 percent of the total
packaging materials, including the spout and cap, needed to be an
unprinted mono-material to ensure it can be fully reprocessed without
quality degradation once it is recycled. The flexible pouch required a
die-cut handle for easy carrying and detachable decorative panels,
which can be separated and recycled without downgrading the material
due to inks and colourants.

Using Mondi’s EcoSolutions approach, our team of experts worked
closely with Werner & Metz to determine its sustainability, packaging
and CO2 reduction criteria. Given the Cradle to Cradle aspect of
the challenge, Mondi enlisted the help of EPEA Switzerland, Institut
Cyclos-HTP and Der Grüne Punkt-DSD. The first step was determining, down to a molecular level, which materials would be suitable for
both the product and mechanical recycling. Mondi also analysed the
pouch’s production process and customer journey to determine if waste
management infrastructures were in place to ensure recyclability. At
every point of the testing and development, Mondi aimed for a fully
optimised packaging solution that at the end-of-life would produce a
recycled granulate with nearly the same quality as virgin materials.

The Solution
StripPouch is a patented flexible packaging designed for the
circular economy. The mono-material stand up pouch is glueand adhesive-free and features easily detachable decorative
panels as well as a die-cut handle for comfortable carrying.

The Result

StripPouch is 100% recyclable
and meets the following sustainable
product criteria:

Next
Life

Werner & Mertz have successfully implemented a fully recyclable
spouted pouch designed for the circular economy. The company
will also benefit from cost savings associated with lower EPR fees
in applicable regions.
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Head of Packaging Development,
Werner & Mertz

“If you want to avoid a ‘garbage in, garbage out’
scenario, the entire value chain must be aligned – from
packaging producers through players in sorting and
recycling to buyers of recycled material.”

About
EcoSolutions

At Mondi, we believe there is no single route
towards sustainability. Our customer-centric
approach, EcoSolutions, ensures that we ask the
right questions to determine product criteria and
feasible methods to:
Replace less sustainable products with solutions
that help our customers fulfil their commitments,
following our principle of paper where possible,
plastic when useful.
Reduce overall environmental footprint through
operational efficiency and raw material choices,
including recycled plastic and fibres.
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Recycle by developing fit-for-purpose paper and
plastic solutions that are designed for recycling.
Our passionate research and development teams
always welcome new challenges – especially when
it benefits the planet.

Let‘s talk about how we
can help you to meet your
sustainability goals.
Contact us today!
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