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FSC and PEFC

Function
Forest certification schemes are voluntary systems of standards and conformance 
to guarantee a consumer that a specific product has been sourced from a forest that has been 
managed sustainably. 

R l D i tiRoles Description
Forest management 
standard 

Documents setting out the forestry requirements 
which must be met. 

Accreditation of 
certification bodies 

Process by which an organisation is accredited to 
undertake forest certification. 

Forest certification Process by which a qualified and independentForest certification Process by which a qualified and independent 
third party establishes whether the standard has 
been met.

Controlling claims Mechanism to trace wood from the certified forestControlling claims Mechanism to trace wood from the certified forest 
to the final product and ensure that claims are 
clear, credible and honest. This include chain of 
custody systems and labeling.
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FSC and PEFC

Commonalities
● Both acknowledge that sustainable forestry requires conservation of the full range of forest 

functions – economic, social, and environmental. 

● Both seek to ensure conformance with international standards, evolved by ISO, and 
independent third party verificationindependent third party verification. 

● Both require conformance with international and national laws. 

● Both require public disclosure● Both require public disclosure. 

● Both require the long-term maintenance of forest cover and area, and that forestry 
practices should maintain the quality as well as the quantity of forests. 

● Both schemes include a wide range of measures which 
aim to safeguard bio-diversity.

● Both offer labeling options based on various chain of 
custody procedures. 
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FSC and PEFC

Main differences

Approach Centralised
FSC is based on one single 

international scheme

Decentralised
PEFC is based on a network of 

national forest certification schemes

Certification FSC requires independent 
third party certification bodies to 
b dit d b th FSC B d f

Accreditation is the responsibility 
of national accreditation bodies 

th t b f thbe accredited by the FSC Board of 
Directors based on 

recommendations of the FSC 
Accreditation Business Unit. 

that are members of the 
international accreditation forum or 

European Co-operation for 
Accreditation. 
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FSC and PEFC

PEFC- and FSC-certified forest area in Europe (selected countries)

FSC, PEFC & EUTR April 2013 Page 5

PEFC-certified forest area: PEFC, April 2013 
FSC-certified forest area: FSC, January 2013 (July 2012 for Bulgaria) 
Total forest area: FOREST EUROPE/UNECE/FAO Enquiry on Pan-European Quantitative Indicators, January 2013

Source: 



FSC and PEFC

PEFC- and FSC-certified forest area in Europe (mio hectares)

PEFC-certified forest area: PEFC April 2013Source:
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PEFC certified forest area: PEFC, April 2013 
FSC-certified forest area: FSC, January 2013 (July 2012 for Bulgaria) 
Countries included: Austria, Belarus, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Russia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Sweden, Ukraine, 
Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Denmark, France, Ireland, Italy, Luxemburg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Spain, Switzerland and UK

Source: 



FSC and PEFC

Mondi’s position
● Mondi is not party to deforestation or involved in illegal

logging in any of its operations around the world.

● Mondi ensures that all wood, fibre and biomass
sourced from Mondi owned or leased areas (in Southsourced from Mondi owned or leased areas (in South
Africa and Russia) are certified to FSC standards.

● 65% of Mondi’s total wood supply is certified to FSC or
PEFCPEFC.

● All of our uncertified wood supplies meet the
requirements of the FSC Controlled Wood Standard
that ensures legal compliance and no deforestation.

We consider both FSC and PEFC as credibleWe consider both FSC and PEFC as credible 
certification schemes for wood supply in those 

European countries where good governance and 
forest regulation support sustainable forestry.

FSC, PEFC & EUTR April 2013 Page 7



EU Timber Regulation

Introduction
The new EU Timber Regulation (EUTR) – applicable since 3 March 2013 – aims at combating 
trade in illegally harvested timber. This is one of a number of actions under the 2003 EU Action 
Plan on Forest Law Enforcement Governance and Trade (FLEGT).

O tOperators
An operator is “any natural or legal person who places timber 
or timber products on the market for the first time.“

Th EUTR i t t t d dili hThe EUTR requires operators to carry out due diligence when
placing timber products on the market for the first time. 

Traders
A trader is “any natural or legal person, who in the course of a 
commercial activity, sells or buys timber or timber products   
l d l d th i t l k t ”already placed on the internal market.”

Traders’ only obligation is to keep records of whom they 
bought from and to whom they sold.
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EU Timber Regulation

What is “due diligence”? 
The core of the ‘due diligence’ notion is that operators undertake a risk management exercise 
to minimise the risk of placing illegally harvested timber or timber products on the EU markets, 
as shown in the table below:

RISK ASSESSMENT RISK MITIGATION
INFORMATION

There must be access for
designated authorities to the
following information:

● Assurance of compliance 
with applicable legislation 
(e.g. certification,

Measures and procedures
which are adequate and
proportionate to minimise risk

PROCEDURE PROCEDURESINFORMATION

following information:
● product description
● species
● country of harvest
● quantity

(e.g. certification, 
verification, FLEGT, etc…)

● Prevalence of illegal 
logging of species

● Prevalence of illegal 

proportionate to minimise risk
effectively:
● Additional information
● Additional documents
● Third party verification

● supplier
● customer
● compliance with applicable 

forestry legislation

logging in country or 
region

● Sanctions and armed 
conflict

● Complexity of supply chain● Complexity of supply chain

OK TO PLACE ON MARKET OK TO PLACE ON MARKET

NEGLIGIBLE 
RISK

NEGLIGIBLE 
RISK
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EU Timber Regulation

Compliance of FSC and PEFC certification schemes with EUTR criteria

● Th EU t f ll d l t● The EU cannot formally endorse non-regulatory
instruments such as FSC or PEFC but it does recognise
the value of certification as a potential tool for risk
assessment and mitigationassessment and mitigation.

● Both FSC and PEFC are aligning their standards to the
requirements of the EUTR and the U S Lacey Act butrequirements of the EUTR and the U.S. Lacey Act, but
Mondi is responsible to ensure that these measures,
together with Mondi’s due diligence procedure, meet the
requirements of the Regulationrequirements of the Regulation.

● Therefore, certification with the FSC and PEFC schemes
is currently not considered as automatic proof ofis currently not considered as automatic proof of
compliance with the EUTR.
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EU Timber Regulation

Compliance of FSC and PEFC certification schemes with EUTR criteria

● FSC i i i it C t ll d W d St d d h i it l t d Ri k V ifi ti● FSC is revising its Controlled Wood Standard, changing its related Risk Verification
Program and removing minor components but it will not develop a stand-alone Due
Diligence System. It has issued new advice notes to strengthen legality and will support
FSC accredited certification bodies who are approved by the EU as MonitoringFSC accredited certification bodies who are approved by the EU as Monitoring
Organisations for the EUTR.

● PEFC is revising its Chain of Custody (CoC) Standard and has revised the PEFC due● PEFC is revising its Chain-of-Custody (CoC) Standard and has revised the PEFC due
diligence system (DDS) to meet the requirements of the EUTR and other relevant
legislation. It will be mandatory for PEFC CoC certificate holders to comply with the
PEFC DDSPEFC DDS.
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EU Timber Regulation

Mondi’s position

● Mondi acknowledges its role as an operator and trader and as● Mondi acknowledges its role as an operator and trader and as 
such we must adhere to the rules and regulations as stipulated in 
the EUTR and will exercise appropriate due diligence. Mondi 
confirms that it is positioned to fulfil all requirements to complyconfirms that it is positioned to fulfil all requirements to comply 
with the EUTR as all of our wood, fibre and finished products are 
sourced from legal and responsibly managed sources.

● Mondi will provide designated authorities access to all required 
information on our supply chain. Mondi reaffirms its commitments 
to sustainable forestry practices and ensures that no illegal timber 
or controversial supplies are used in our processes or products 
and that we have traceability systems in place.

● FSC and PEFC are incorporating essential changes and togetherFSC and PEFC are incorporating essential changes and together 
with Mondi’s revised due diligence procedure (Requirements for 
Responsible Procurement of Wood, Fibre, Biomass and Finished 
Fibre-based products), we will meet the EUTR and Lacey Act 
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Mondi: Forward-looking statements disclaimer
Thi d t i l d f d l ki t t t All t t t th th t t t f hi t i l f t i l d d h i i l di ith t li it ti th di M di’This document includes forward-looking statements. All statements other than statements of historical facts included herein, including, without limitation, those regarding Mondi’s 
financial position, business strategy, market growth and developments, expectations of growth and profitability and plans and objectives of management for future operations, are 
forward-looking statements. Forward-looking statements are sometimes identified by the use of forward-looking terminology such as “believe”, “expects”, “may”, “will”, “could”, “should”, 
“shall”, “risk”, “intends”, “estimates”, “aims”, “plans”, “predicts”, “continues”, “assumes”, “positioned” or “anticipates” or the negative thereof, other variations thereon or comparable 
terminology. Such forward-looking statements involve known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors which may cause the actual results, performance or achievements of 
Mondi, or industry results, to be materially different from any future results, performance or achievements expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements. Such forward-
looking statements and other statements contained in this document regarding matters that are not historical facts involve predictions and are based on numerous assumptions 

di M di’ t d f t b i t t i d th i t i hi h M di ill t i th f t Th f d l ki t t t k l f th d tregarding Mondi’s present and future business strategies and the environment in which Mondi will operate in the future. These forward-looking statements speak only as of the date on 
which they are made. 

No assurance can be given that such future results will be achieved; various factors could cause actual future results, performance or events to differ materially from those described 
in these statements. Such factors include in particular but without any limitation: (1) operating factors, such as continued success of manufacturing activities and the achievement of 
efficiencies therein, continued success of product development plans and targets, changes in the degree of protection created by Mondi’s patents and other intellectual property rights 
and the availability of capital on acceptable terms; (2) industry conditions, such as strength of product demand, intensity of competition, prevailing and future global market prices for 
Mondi’s products and raw materials and the pricing pressures thereto, financial condition of the customers, suppliers and the competitors of Mondi and potential introduction ofMondi s products and raw materials and the pricing pressures thereto, financial condition of the customers, suppliers and the competitors of Mondi and potential introduction of 
competing products and technologies by competitors; and (3) general economic conditions, such as rates of economic growth in Mondi’s principal geographical markets or fluctuations 
of exchange rates and interest rates. 

Mondi expressly disclaims  

a) any warranty or liability as to accuracy or completeness of the information provided herein; and

b) bli ti d t ki t i fi l t ’ t ti ti t t d t f d l ki t t t t fl t h i M di’ t ti
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b) any obligation or undertaking to review or confirm analysts’ expectations or estimates or to update any forward-looking statements to reflect any change in Mondi’s expectations or 
any events that occur or circumstances that arise after the date of making any forward-looking statements, unless required to do so by applicable law or any regulatory body 
applicable to Mondi, including the JSE Limited and the LSE.


