
Next steps 
towards  
a low-carbon 
future
Climate change is one of the greatest challenges 

facing society and our business. At Mondi, we’ve 

invested significantly in reducing our carbon 

footprint over the past decade. It’s transformed 

our business – making it cleaner and safer, driving 

operational efficiencies and decreasing our 

reliance on fossil fuels. We also utilise the role  

of sustainable forests in mitigating climate  

change and storing carbon.

Recovery boiler exhaust stack, Świecie (Poland)
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Our ongoing carbon commitment

In 2014, we reached the end of our 

10-year carbon reduction commitment, 

achieving a 29% reduction in specific 

greenhouse gas emissions. Now, 

we’ve committed to reduce our specific 

greenhouse gas emissions from our pulp 

and paper mills by a further 15% by 2030, 

against a 2014 baseline. 

Over the past year, we’ve continued  

to invest in new recovery boilers.  

Overall, our pulp and paper mills were 

electricity self-sufficient in 2015 – 

significantly reducing our energy costs  

and increasing our energy security.  

59% of the fuel consumption of our mills 

now comes from renewable sources 

(mainly biomass from pulp production 

processes). Our additional investments  

in biomass boilers have enabled us to  

use the biomass residues generated  

from the pulp process – an example  

of the cascading use of wood principle  

in practice (see page 15).

We publicly disclose our 

carbon reduction commitments 

and performance through 

internationally recognised 

platforms such as CDP. 

Since 2010, Mondi has been 

listed five times in the CDP 

FTSE 350 Carbon Disclosure 

Leadership Index and we  

once again participated in 

WWF’s Environmental Paper 

Company Index in 2015. 

Starting up our new recovery boiler 

and biomass boiler at Świecie mill

2015 saw the commissioning of the new 

recovery boiler and biomass boiler at our 

Świecie mill (Poland). Historically, the mill 

has also been heavily reliant on coal for 

its energy. With the new recovery boiler, 

Świecie will significantly reduce its CO2e 

emissions per tonne of paper produced 

and greatly reduce dust emissions. 

We also modified the old recovery boiler 

to run on biomass to help us move away 

from coal and stopped the two old  

coal-fired auxiliary boilers, which will  

be used as back up.

Moving forward

We’re working with international experts 

to investigate state-of-the-art and future 

technologies and their potential for 

delivering further opportunities in our  

mills. This research has informed our new 

long-term commitment to reduce specific 

CO2e emissions by a further 15% by 

2030. We’re focusing on large investment 

projects as well as looking to implement 

a wide range of mill-specific efficiency 

projects, including the use of low-pressure 

energy to heat water. 

Our 2030 climate commitment 

is to reduce our specific CO2e 

emissions from our pulp and 

paper mills by 15% against  

a 2014 baseline.

Read more in our online  

Sustainable development report 2015 

www.mondigroup.com/sd15

In focus:

Climate change: managing risks 

and opportunities for a cleaner, 

low-carbon economy 

With the 2015 Paris Climate Agreement set to 

shape policy and business decisions in the years 

ahead, we remain committed to reducing our 

contribution to climate change. Managing  

climate-related risks and opportunities is central  

to our approach.

With the success of the last 10 years providing 

a sound foundation for our 2030 commitments, 

we will continue to focus on improving our energy 

efficiency, using biomass-based renewable 

energy where feasible, managing our forests 

sustainably, and procuring our wood from 

credible, responsible sources. This will help secure 

a low-carbon future for us, and makes perfect 

business sense. Increasing fuel costs as well as 

uncertainties in carbon regulation and taxation 

call for a sound climate approach. Reducing our 

carbon footprint also presents opportunities for 

the business through the sale of green energy and 

green fuels, and contributes to our self-sufficiency 

in electricity as our mills can generate excess 

energy from biomass. Energy efficient operations 

also provide opportunities to reduce costs. 

Transparency remains central to our approach 

and we regularly communicate our performance in 

our reports and on global platforms such as CDP.
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