
In focus:

The case for Controlled Wood as a minimum standard
We consider Controlled Wood1 to be a fundamental 
component of the FSC certification system. However, 
through misunderstanding and lack of clarity and trust, 
it is currently at risk of being removed during the FSC 
revision process. 

With most of the world’s forests still uncertified, 
Controlled Wood is a necessary and effective part 
of a pragmatic, risk-based approach to developing 
the sustainable wood supply chain and helping to 
increase certification. It provides the important step 
from ‘uncontrolled’ to ‘controlled’, comprising a 
stringent set of criteria that raise the level of responsible 
wood procurement and require a risk assessment of 
all suppliers.

Controlled Wood also helps businesses meet EUTR 
and the US Lacey Act requirements. At Mondi,  
we’ve adopted Controlled Wood as our minimum 
standard. We use both PEFCTM and FSC certified 
wood in our operations and prefer FSC certification 
from suppliers in high risk areas2. 

What comes next? 
As a sector, we need to continue to promote a  
risk-based framework which makes certification more 
accessible to small forest owners. Controlled Wood  
is a critical component of that framework, particularly 
for those in low-risk areas.

1   As defined by FSC-STD-40-005
2   High-risk countries are identified using various filters, including: 

Global Forest Registry, Corruption Perception Index, and other 
relevant indices where necessary, as part of the Mondi due 
diligence system
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Action areas:

 e    Sustainable fibre

 e  Supplier conduct and 
responsible procurement

Read more in our online Sustainable  
development report 2016 
www.mondigroup.com/sd16

In focus:

The UK Modern Slavery 
Act 2015
We have an ethical imperative and a significant 
business opportunity in eliminating modern slavery, 
human trafficking, and any form of forced and 
bonded labour from global supply chains. 

New legislation is increasingly being introduced to 
tackle stakeholder concerns over human rights 
issues in business. The UK Modern Slavery Act 
2015 is just one example. It requires companies to 
outline the steps they are taking to ensure slavery 
and human trafficking do not happen within either 
their operations or their supply chains3.

As a decentralised global business with thousands 
of local suppliers, transparency and collaboration 
remain key to developing a shared understanding of 
human rights risks, challenges and opportunities in 
our supply chain. This understanding will help 
enhance our global framework within which our 
businesses can identify gaps and drive 
local improvements.

What comes next?
We will continue to engage with our businesses 
to better understand potential human rights risks 
within our supply chain, and then develop measures 
to address and respond to these appropriately.

3  Mondi’s statement on the UK Modern Slavery Act will be  
available on our website by 30 June 2017

Mondi Group Sustainable development 2016  17


